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GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS-A
 

ACCEPTANCE 

Verification that the contractor has satisfactorily provided the required products, supplies or services in accordance with the contract requirements. (See also INITIAL ACCEPTANCE) 

ACCESS TIME 

The time required by the CPU to transmit or receive data to or from core storage. 

ACTIVITY 

1. A repetitive task with an identifiable business purpose and a well defined beginning and end.
2. Duration of a project task from beginning to end.
3. A large Navy (or other DoD) organizational unit. 

ALGORITHM 

A defined process, set of rules, sequence of events/formulas and/or logical steps to calculate or determine something. 

ALPHANUMERIC CHARACTER SET 

A character set that contains both letters and digits and may contain control characters, special characters, and the space character. (Source ANSI/ISO). 

ANALYSIS 

Involving computations, review of equations, charts, graphs, circuit diagrams, flow charts, and other representative data to verify that an item or function meets specified performance. 

ANALYZE (ANALYSIS) 

To study or examine methodically. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Information describing and identifying an item in terms of the relations between its structure and functions. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Architectural dimensioning is defined in "Ramsey and Sleeper Architectural Graphics Standards, Eight Edition," John Ray Hoke, editor, John Wiley and Sons, Somerset, N.J. 1988 page 796. 

ASPECT RATIO 

This ratio is the relationship of height to width. For example: aspect ratios of windows and view ports must be the same or objects will appear distorted on the screen. (Evans & Sutherland) 

ASSEMBLY 

Everything below a node in a drawing tree. 

ASSEMBLY (SUB) 

A group of parts or any combination thereof (subassemblies) joined together to make a completed product (i.e., machine) or major subdivision of the product which performs a specific function. 

ASSOCIATION 

A relationship between two entities that is represented in a data model. 

ASSOCIATIVE DATA 

A non-geometric entity which defines a logical link, or relationship between different entities. (IGES V3.0) 

ATTRIBUTE 

1. Any characteristic of a display item (color, line style, character font, etc.) (Megatek Corporation)
2. Information, provided in specific fields within the directory entry of an entity, which serves to qualify the entity definition. (IGES V3.0)
3. A data item containing a single piece of information about an entity. Data structures are composed of attributes relating to a given entity. An attribute is usually atomic (i.e., it cannot be broken into parts that have meaning of their own). 

AUTOMATED CALENDAR 

The capability of a system to electronically store personal/ master schedules of meetings, events, facilities, and resources. (Source NBS). 

AVERAGE ACCESS TIME 

The average time required by a disk drive head to move from one track to another. 



 


